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IK 568: Indian Performing Arts

Course Code IK 568
Course Name Indian Performing Arts
L-T-P-C 3-0-0-3
Prerequisites None
Intended for BTech/MTech/MS/MSc/MA/Ph.D
Mutual Exclusion None
Approval 42nd Senate (Jan 2024)

Course Contents

• Introduction to Performing Arts: Historical context; Importance in Indian culture and society; Cate-
gories - Dance, Music, and Theater. (5 Hours)

• Classical Dance Forms: Overview of major dance forms - Bharatanatyam, Kathak, Kathakali, Odissi,
Kuchipudi, Manipuri, Mohiniyattam; Basic techniques, repertoire, and aesthetics. (8 Hours)

• Indian Classical Music: Introduction to Hindustani and Carnatic music; Basic concepts - Rāga, Tāla,
Śruti; Instruments and their significance. (8 Hours)

• Theater and Drama: Historical evolution; Traditional forms - Ram Lila, Nautanki, Tamasha, Yaksha-
gana; Modern theater movements; Key personalities in Indian theater. (7 Hours)

• Folk and Tribal Performing Arts: Diversity and regional variations; Major forms - Bhangra, Lavani,
Chhau, Bhavai; Significance in societal storytelling and celebrations. (7 Hours)

• Contemporary Adaptations and Fusion: Influence of western art forms; Modern reinterpretations;
Fusion in dance and music; Role of performing arts in modern media - films, television, and digital
platforms. (7 Hours)

Laboratory Modules

• NA

Text Books

1. Kapila Vatsyayan, Indian Classical Dance. Publications Division, Ministry of Information & Broad-
casting, 1989

2. Rangaramanuja Ayyangar, R., History of South Indian (Carnatic) Music: From Vedic Times to the
Present, Ramakrishna Math, 1993
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