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IK 555: Selected Topics in Mahabharata

Course Code IK 555

Course Name Selected Topics in Mahabharata
L-T-P-C 3-0-0-3

Prerequisites None

Intended for BTech/MTech/MS/MSc/MA/Ph.D
Mutual Exclusion None

Approval 42nd Senate (Jan 2024)

Course Contents

* The period of Mahabharata: Textual and traditional sources, as well as modern data, calendars (samvat)
of Yudhisthira, Krsna, and Vikram, the core story, and review of other versions (Indians and others) (6
Hours)

* 10 stories about 10 laksana of dharma: A complete grantha, i.e., an encyclopedia to teach about sub-
tleties of dharma and samsara Dhrti (Ganga avataran), ksama (Vasistha and Vi§vamitra), dama (Yayati and
Puru), asteya (Yudhisthira-Yaksasamvada), Sauca, indriyanigraha (dharma vyadha’supadesa on indriya-
nigraha), dht (Savitri), vidya (tale of man-tiger-snake-elephant from StriParva), satyam (Harischandra/
Satyakam), akrodha (X), Mahabharata as one of the two source-books (Upjeevya) for much of Indian
literature, and arts (folk, classical, and contemporary arts). (§Hours)

* Vidura-niti and Bhagavad Gita 6: Bhisma’s upadesa to Yudhisthira about politics and governance. Unit
4: Political boundaries of Bharat-varsa 8 (6 Hours) Strivimars$a in Mahabharata. (6 Hours)
Text Books

1. Translated by M.N. Dutt, Ed. By Dr. Ishvar Chandra Sharma and Dr. O.N. Bimali, Mahabharata of
Vyasa (With English translation), Parimal Publications, 2008.

2. Baladev Upadhyaya, Vaidic Sahitya Aur Samskrti (Hindi), Sharada Niketana, 2001.

3. Acharya Lokamani Dahl, Samskrita Sahityetihasah (Sanskrit), Choukhamba Sanskrit Series, 2005.
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