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Course Code IK 547
Course Name Sanskrit Poetry and Drama
L-T-P-C 3-0-0-3
Prerequisites None
Intended for BTech/MTech/MS/MSc/MA/Ph.D
Mutual Exclusion None
Approval 42nd Senate (Jan 2024)

Course Contents

• Introduction to Literary Discourse (15 Hours)
– Definition of Vanmaya, Sahitya, Kavya and Śāstra
– Indian Traditions of Kavya (Vedic & Laukika)
– Kavya Composed in Regional Languages

• Indian View (15 Hours)
– Purpose of Poetry: Bhāratı̄ya View
– Foundations of Poetry- Kāvyahetu
– Śabdavr.ttis: Abhidha, Tatparya Vr.tti, Laksana, and Vyanjana
– Methods of Determining Meaning (In the Light of Dhwani-Siddhanta) Literary Theory

• Literary Theory (15 Hours)
– Theories of Literary Criticism. Rasa, Alankara & Riti, Dhwani, Vakrokti & Auchitya, Rules of

Editing - Abhinavagupta, Abhinavbharati
– Concept of Sahrdaya
– Concept & Types of Rasa and Bhava

• Contemporary Literary Criticism (15 Hours)
– Contemporary Literary Criticism - Alam Brahmavada, Chamatkaravada
– Pañcakalpavada
– Brief Survey of Western Literary Criticism

Text Books

1. Kane, P.V., History of Sanskrit Poetics, Motilal Banarsidass, 1971.
2. Ram Avadh Dwivedi and Vikrmaditya Rai, Literary Criticism, Motilal Banarsidass, 1988.
3. Sharma, Mukund Madhav, The Dhvani Theory in Sanskrit Poetics, Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series Of-

fice, 1968.
4. Triloknath Jha, An Exposition of Vyakti Vivek, Mithila Research Institute.
5. Mangal Pati Jha, An Exposition of the Chitra Mimansa, Mithila Research Institute.

References

1. NA
Note: The reading list will be updated from time to time.
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