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IK 525: Advanced Vedanta Philosophy

Course Code IK 525

Course Name Advanced Vedanta Philosophy

L-T-P-C 3-0-0-3

Prerequisites IK 536: Introduction to Vedanta Philosophy or IKS 541: Upanisads and
Vedanta Studies or an equivalent understanding of Indian Philosophy

Intended for B.Tech/MTech/MS/MSc/MA/PhD

Mutual Exclusion  None

Approval 64th BoA (May 2026)

Preamble

This course is an advanced and comprehensive study of Vedanta Philosophy designed in close alignment
with the Indian Philosophical Systems component of the official UGC NET Indian Knowledge System
(IKS) Code 103 syllabus. The course particularly focuses on Uttaramimarnsa (Vedanta), Tarkasastra,
Pramana theory, Bhagavadgita, Dharma traditions, Brahmasutra interpretation traditions, comparative
Vedanta schools, liberation theories, and Vedantic hermeneutics.

Building upon the foundational course “Introduction to Vedanta Philosophy,” the present course sys-
tematically introduces the major Vedanta schools including Advaita, ViSistadvaita, Dvaita, Bhedabheda,
Suddhadvaita, Siva—Viéistédvaita, Avibhagadvaita, and Acintyabhedabheda traditions. The course em-
phasizes Brahman, Jiva, Moksa, epistemology, causation, Bhakti, liberation theories, and the interpre-
tation traditions of the Brahmasutras and Upanisads.

The course is specially structured for advanced understanding of Vedanta philosophy, comparative anal-
ysis of Vedanta traditions, UGC NET/JRF (Code 103) preparation, conceptual clarity in Indian philo-
sophical systems, and research-oriented engagement with Vedantic literature and traditions.

Course Modules

* Module 1: Foundations of Vedanta and Indian Philosophical Systems: Meaning, scope,
and distinct characteristics of Vedanta, Vedanta as Uttaramimarmsa and word-rooted philosophy,
Prasthanatrayi, concepts of Brahman, Atman, Jiva, Jagat, and Moksa, Caturdasa Vidyasthanas,
astika and nastika darSanas, overview of Nyaya, Sankhya, Yoga, Purvamimamsa, and Vedanta
systems, Dharma—Artha—Kama—Moksa framework, and introduction to Vedantic literature. (6
Hours)

* Module 2: Tarkasastra, Pramana Theory and Vedantic Hermeneutics: Pramana theory
including Pratyaksa, Anumana, Upamana, Sabda, Arthapatti, and Anupalabdhi, concepts of
Pramata, Pramana, Prameya, Prama, Svatahpramanya, and Paratahpramanya, powers of words
including Abhidha, Laksana, Vyaifijana, and Tatparya, Mahavakyas, Catuhsutri, Paficadhi-
karana system, Purvapaksa—Uttarapaksa methodology, role of Tarka in Vedanta, and Mimarsa—
Sastrabheda traditions. (6 Hours)

« Module 3: Sankaracarya’s Kevaladvaitavada: Advaita literature, Adhyasa theory, Savisesa
and Nirguna Brahman, Vedic knowledge of Brahman, Jiva—Brahman relationship, Jivanmukti,
nature of liberation, Sankara’s interpretation of Brahmasitra and Catuhsutri, interpretation of
Bheda Srutis, refutation of opponent schools, and Sankara’s philosophical understanding of the
world. (6 Hours)
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* Module 4: ViSistadvaita, Svabhavika-Bhedabheda and Dvaita Traditions: Bhaskara’s
Bhinnabhinnariipa-Brahmavada, Jiana-karma-samuccayavada, Jiva—Brahman relation, Brahman
and world, liberation, meaning of the Vedas, Ramanuja’s ViSistadvaita literature, interpretation of
Catuhsiitr, Bhakti and Saranagati, Pramana theory, Paficaratra doctrines, critique of Advaita and
Jivanmukti, Nimbarka’s Svabhavika-bhedabheda doctrine, Madhvacarya’s Dvaita philosophy, in-
terpretation of Srutis and Vedantic principles, and theories of liberation across these traditions.
(6 Hours)

e Module 5: Saiva, Suddhadvaita, Acintyabhedabheda and AksharPurushottam Darshan
Traditions: Srikantha’s Siva-Visistadvaita, Siva principle, Jiva principle, Vidya and liberation,
interpretation of Catuhsiitr1, Sripati’s Visesadvaita and Vira-Saivism, Vedabahya systems, Jiva—
Brahman relation, Vallabhacarya’s Suddhadvaita, Bhaktirasa, Purusottamavada, Moksa and epis-
temology, Vijianabhiksu’s Avibhagadvaita, critique of Sankara, Baladeva Vidyabhiisana’s Ac-
intyabhedabheda, Caitanya tradition, AksharPurushottam Darshan and liberation doctrines in
later Vedantic systems. (6 Hours)

* Module 6: Comparative Review of Vedanta Schools and Scriptural Traditions: Comparative
review of Vedanta schools, doctrine of Brahman, Brahman as the highest goal of life, refutation
of anti-Vedic systems, Puranic Vedanta traditions, Saiva schools, Tantra and Vedanta traditions,
status of the Vedas in Tantric literature, Bhagavadgita as a Vedantic text, and Daivi-Asuri Sampat
of Bhagavadgita Chapter 16. (6 Hours)

* Module 7: Vedanta and Contemporary Intellectual Discourses: Vedanta and consciousness
studies, Vedanta and psychology, Vedanta and wellbeing, Vedanta and contemporary philoso-
phy, Vedanta and cognitive sciences, interdisciplinary relevance of Vedanta, Vedanta in dialogue
with global intellectual traditions, and contemporary applications of Vedantic thought in modern
academic and philosophical discourse. (6 Hours)

Text Books

1. Radhakrishnan, S. Indian Philosophy, Vol. 1 & 11, Oxford University Press.
2. Sharma, Chandradhar. A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy, Motilal Banarsidass.

References

Ramanujacarya. Sribhasya.

Madhvacarya. Anuvyakhyana.

Vallabhacarya. Anubhasya.

Nimbarka. Vedanta Parijata Saurabha.

Baladeva Vidyabhiisana. Govinda Bhasya.

Deutsch, Eliot. Advaita Vedanta.

Clooney, Francis X. Vedanta Theology.

Dasgupta, Surendranath. A History of Indian Philosophy, Vol. 1, Cambridge University Press.

A I AN o

Swami Gambhirananda. Brahma Sutra Bhashya of Adi Shankaracharya, Advaita Ashrama.

,_
e

Bhagavadgita with classical commentaries.

—
—

. Bhadreshdas Swami. Swaminarayan Bhashyam, Swaminarayan Aksharpith.

IK 525: Advanced Vedanta Philosophy IIT Mandi | Course Curriculum | Page 2 of 2



