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IK 520: Foundations of Indian Knowledge Systems in Music

Course Code IK 520

Course Name Foundations of Indian Knowledge Systems in Music

L-T-P-C 3-1-0-4

Prerequisites None

Intended for B. Tech/MTech/MS/MSc/PhD

Mutual Exclusion There are no equivalent or overlapping courses across schools.
Approval 64th BoA (May 2026)

Preamble

This course examines Indian music as a structured knowledge system within the framework of In-
dian Knowledge Systems (IKS). It introduces theoretical foundations, classical treatises and scholarly
publications, temple traditions, sources and transmission of music, and interdisciplinary dimensions
including musical instruments, acoustics, and cognition. The course is research-oriented and empha-
sizes analytical learning through assignments and guided projects.

Course Modules

* Module 1: Introduction to IKS and Concept of Indian Music: Overview of Indian Knowl-
edge Systems, concepts of Nada (sound), Sruti and Swara, Bhakti (devotional) tradition, folk
traditions, philosophical and cultural foundations of Indian music, evolution of India’s musical
heritage. (this will be taught along with the practical illustrations) (8 hours)

* Module 2: Structure of Indian Music: Swara system and tonal organization, Raga tradition
with its structure and framework, Tala as cyclic rhythm and mathematical framework, integra-
tion of melody and rhythm through Swara—Sahitya, foundational principles of Indian musical
composition and performance. (12 hours)

* Module 3: Classical Treatises and Publications: Introduction to ancient, medieval, and mod-
ern musical treatises, inscriptions and paintings as sources of musical history, evolution of musi-
cological thought, research works and publications in Indian music, oral and textual knowledge
traditions in the transmission of music. (12 hours)

* Module 4: Temple Traditions as Knowledge Systems: Music in ritual and worship, temples
as cultural and artistic centres, case studies of Thanjavur, Thiruvarur, Gwalior, and Agra tradi-
tions, role of hereditary practitioners and Parampara traditions including Manganyar tradition,
Natya Sangeeth, and Sikh Shabads, relationship between music, sacred spaces, and spiritual ex-
perience. The relationship between music, sacred spaces, and spiritual experience is studied
alongside the role of royal patronage in sustaining musical traditions in both South and North
India. (12 hours)

* Module 5: Musical Transmission, Instruments, and Interdisciplinary Dimensions: (12
hours)

A. Musical Transmission: Guru—Sisya parampara, notation systems, archival traditions, insti-
tutional dissemination of music.
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B. Indian Musical Instruments: Classification of instruments into Tata, Avanaddha, Sushira,
and Ghana, study of key instruments such as veena, mridangam, tabla, flute, and tanpura,
role of instruments in classical and temple traditions.

C. Interdisciplinary Connections: Music and mathematics through rhythm and permutations,
music and physics through acoustics and resonance, music and cognition through percep-
tion and memory, music and philosophy through aesthetics and rasa, music and society
through cultural continuity, music and wellness beyond performance traditions.

Tutorial Component

The tutorial component includes presentations, short assignments, group projects, discussions, and
interactive activities designed to encourage critical engagement with the interdisciplinary dimensions
of music and the Indian Knowledge System. These activities aim to help students explore the cul-
tural, philosophical, historical, scientific, and aesthetic aspects of Indian music through collaborative
learning and reflective inquiry.

Text Books

1. Sambamurthy. P, South Indian Music, Vol: 1-13, Indian Music Publishing House, Madras, 1973
2. Chelladurai P. T, The Splounder of South Indian Music, Vaigarai Publishers, 2000.
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