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Course Contents

• The Modern Study of Epigraphy [7 Lectures]
– Epigraphy and precolonial intellectuals

∗ The Mackenzie Project
∗ The Kavali brothers
∗ Narrain Row Brahmin and other Niyogi brahmal)as

– James Prinsep
∗ The Brahmf script deciphered
∗ The KharO$.fhf script deciphered

– European Epigraphists
∗ Hermann Gundert
∗ B. Lewis Rice
∗ A.C. Burnell
∗ John F. Fleet
∗ E. Hultzsch
∗ James Burgess
∗ F. Kielhorn
∗ Fred Fawcett

– South Indian Epigraphists
∗ R. Narasimhachar
∗ T.A. Gopinatha Rao
∗ Rao Bahadur V. Venkayya
∗ C.R. Krishnamacharlu
∗ R. Shamasastry
∗ K.V. Subrahmanya Iyer
∗ H. Krishna Shastri
∗ M.H.Krishna

– The state and epigraphy publication projects
∗ Epigraphia Indica
∗ Epigraphia Carnatica
∗ Epigraphia Andhrica
∗ South Indian Inscriptions
∗ Corpus Inscriptionum Jndicarum
∗ Travancore Archaeological Series
∗ Bulletin of the Rama Varma Research Institute
∗ Annual Report of the Mysore Archaeological Department

• The Brtihmf Script [7 Lectures]
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• Part- 1

– Debates on the origin of BrahmT
– Script and the Mauryan political praxis
– The weltanschauung of early BrahmT inscriptions

• Part- 2

– Learning the BrahmT script
– Deciphering select edicts of Asoka

• The Tamil Brtihmf Script [7 Lectures]
• Part - 1

– Trade, religion and the introduction of script in the Tamil country
– Script and chieftain-polities
– Agglutinative language-structure and the adaptation of BrahmT

• Part- 2

– Learning the Tamil Brahmf script
– Deciphering early Tamil cave labels

• The KadaJ?’lba Script [7 Lectures]
• Part- 1

– Statecraft and land-grants
– The context of agrarian expansion
– Script-monopoly and the authority of eleemosynary establishments

• Part- 2

– Learning the Kadarrzba script
– Deciphering select inscriptions of the Kadarrzbas

• The Vaffejuttii Script [7 Lectures]
• Part- 1

– The transition from Tamil Briihmlto Vatteluttu
– The division of labour between the Va.t.teluttu and the Grantha scripts

• Part- 2

– Learning the Var.teluttu script
– Deciphering select Va.t.teluttu copperplates

• The Grantha Script [7 LecturesJ
• Part- 1

– Inflective language-use and the genesis ofthe Grantha script
– Prasastis and the Grantha evolution

• Part - 2

– Learning the Grantha script
– Deciphering selecl Grunthu inscription
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