
Indian Institute of Technology Mandi
Kamand, Himachal Pradesh - 175075

HS 607: Weimar Classicism

Course Code HS 607
Course Name Weimar Classicism
L-T-P-C 3-0-0-3
Prerequisites Proven Competence in German and Teachers Consent
Intended for PhD
Distribution Elective
Approval 8th Senate (Oct 2015)

Course Contents

• A. Excerpts from select texts as illustration of chosen themes:
– Aesthetic Autonomy and Self-Containment - Goethe: Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre;
– Aesthetic Education as Political Propedeutic - Schiller: Ober die asthetische Erziehung des Menschen;
– Antiquity and History - Schiller: Was heifJt und zu welchem Ende studiert man Universalgeschichte?
– Classical Drama- Schiller: Die Braut von Messina; Goethe: Iphigenie aufTauris
– Classical Poetry - Later Poems of Goethe ( from HA, Vol. II); Holderlin: Poems (Reclam Anthology, Ed.

W.Braungart)
– Classical Restraint - Goethe: Ober Laokoon; Goethe: Hermann und Dorothea (Bk. VIII); Classical Science-

Goethe: Metamorphose der Pflanzen;
– Classicism as Typology - Goethe: Literarischer Sansculattismus; Goethe: Klassiker und Romantiker in Italien,

sich heftig bekampfend; Herder: Fragmente iiber die neuere deutsche Literatur;
– Erotica- Goethe: Romische Elegien
– Faustian Classicism- Goethe: Faust II (Helena Act and Classical Walpurgis Night)
– The French Revolution- Goethe: Campagne in Frankreich

• B. In addition, following aspects shall be examined in brief:
– Correspondence between Goethe and Schiller; their response to the French Revolution; Journalistic Contributions:

Die Horen and Jenaer Allgemeine Litteraturzeitung
– Peripheral Figures of Weimar Classicism: Wieland, Bottiger, Bertuch, Herder, Karl Phillip
– Moritz, Jean Paul, Heinrich von Kleist, Brothers Humboldt and Schlegel; HOlderlin; Women of Weimar Classi-

cism: Caroline von Wolzogen, Sophie Mereau

Readings

1. Borchmeyer, Dieter, Weimarer Klassik. Eine Einftihrung. Hemsbach 1998.
2. Bruford, Walter, Kultur und Gesellschaft im klassischen Weimar 1775-1806. Gottingen 1966.
3. Doering, Sabine/Schulz, Gerhard, Klassik. Geschichte und Begriff. Mlinchen 2003.
4. Richter, Simon (Ed.), The Literature of Weimar Classicism. The History of German Literature, Volume 7. Rochester

2005.
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