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HS 601: Literary Methods: Theory and Interpretation

Course Code HS 601
Course Name Literary Methods: Theory and Interpretation
L-T-P-C 3-0-0-3
Prerequisites Consent of the Course Instructor
Intended for Ph.D.
Distribution Elective
Approval 6th Senate (May 2014)

Course Contents

• Introduction and Traditional Literary Criticism What is Literary Theory? Theory and Philosophy,
Empiricism, Positivism and other Early Approaches. [3 Lectures]

• New Criticism and Formalism Including Russian Formalism. Viktor Shklovsky, Jakobson, I. A.
Richards, Cleanth Brooks and Wayne C. Booth. [4 Lectures]

• Psychoanalytic Criticism Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung, Lacan. [3 Lectures]

• Marxist Criticism Karl Marx, Terry Eagleton, Fredric Jameson, Raymond Williams, Louis Althusser,
Walter Benjamin, Antonio Gramsci, Georg Lukacs, Friedrich Engels, Theordor Adorno. [6 Lectures]

• Structuralism and Semiotics Ferdinand de Saussure, Claude Lvi-Strauss, Noam Chomsky, Roland
Barthes, Umberto Eco. [6 Lectures]

• Postmodern Criticism Immanuel Kant, Friedrich Nietzsche, Jean Paul Sartre, Jacques Derrida, Jean-
Franois Lyotard, Martin Heidegger, Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari [6 Lectures]

• New Historicism and Culture Materialism Michel Foucault, Hayden White, Stephen Greenblatt, Pierre
Bourdieu. [5 Lectures]

• Postcolonial Criticism Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak, Homi Bhabha, Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Albert Memmi,
Frantz Fanon, Amie Cesaire, [5 Lectures]

• Gender Studies and Queer Theory Simone de Beauvoir, Elaine Showalter, Helene Cixous, Julia Kris-
teva, Judith Butler, Eve Sedgwick, Robert Bly. [4 Lectures]
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