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Course Contents

• Introduction to Anthropology of infrastructure (6 Hours)
– The infrastructural turn
– The mobility paradigm in anthropology
– Promises and perils of infrastructural creation in highland South Asia
– Road Ethnographies

• Connecting the remote: The poetics and politics (8 Hours)
– From mule tracks to imperial highways
– Remoteness and connectivity channels
– Roads as the harbinger of progress, development and connectivity
– Roads as state conceived spaces
– Land acquisition and other issues.

• The Dromocratic revolution (6 Hours)
– Speed and flows
– Connection and communication channels
– Corporeal and kinetic connection

• Mobility and Mobile connections (8 Hours)
– Embodied travel experiences
– Temporal and material conditions of infrastructure
– Roadside contacts: stationary and the non-stationary
– People as infrastructures: Gender experiences of mobility

• Tunneling and damming the hills (8 Hours)
– The destructive production of infrastructure: railway tunnels and aerial connection
– Dams and the moral ecology of infrastructure
– Debri and debacle along infrastructure channels
– Extraction of Raw-materials

• Infrastructure and Sustainability (6 Hours)
– Issues of sustainability in infrastructure development
– Loss of forested lands, natural habitats and other environmental concerns
– Environmental Impact Assessment and other issues
– Negotiating the loss.

Laboratory Modules

Field visits, invited lectures, film screening and other activities including evaluation of the Environmental and Social
Impact assessment reports submitted before the commencement of the project.

Text Books

1. Anand, Nikhil, Akhil Gupta, and Hannah Appel, The Promise of Infrastructure, Duke University Press 2018.
2. Harvey, Penny, Casper Bruun Jensen, and Atsuro Morita, Infrastructures and Social Complexity: A Companion,

Taylor & Francis, 2016.
3. Dalakoglou, D., Harvey, P. (Eds.)., Roads and Anthropology: Ethnography, Infrastructures, (Im)mobility,

Routledge, 2014.
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