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Course Contents

• Module 1: Basic Concepts (4 hours)
– State
– Nation
– Nationalism
– Ethnicity

• Module 2: Theories of ethnicity (12 hours)
– Ethnicity, State and Nation
– Civic and Ethnic nationalism
– Approaches to understand ethnicity-
– Structure-functional
– Weberian
– Marxist and Neo-Marxist,
– Primordialist/Instrumentalist,
– Postmodernist and Social Constructionist

• Module 3: Theoretical Approaches to Nation and Nationalisms (10 hours)
– Growth of nation-state in Europe
– Nation, Modernity and Capitalism
– Nationalist awakening in Colonial India
– Ideas of Nationalism in post-colonial India
– Post-Nationalism

• Module 4: Ethnicity and sub-nationalism (8 hours)
– Ethnic Minorities and the state in India
– Ethnicity and ethnic violence
– Ethnic violence, Minorities and Women
– Ethnic conflict in North-east India: ethno-territoriality, conflicts, and movements for self-

determination
• Module 5: Managing Diversity in India (8 hours)

– Integration and Assimilation
– Issues of pluralism, multiculturalism,
– Ethnic identity, Identity claims and Ethnic resurgence
– State’s effort in managing difference and its consequences
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Laboratory Modules

None

Text Books

1. Baruah, Sanjib., Beyond Counterinsurgency: Breaking the Impasse in Northeast India, Ox-
ford University Press, 2009.

2. Brubaker, Roger, Ethnicity without Groups, Harvard University Press, 2010.
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Zed Books., 1986.

2. Chatterjee, Partha., Nation and its fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories, Princeton
University Press, 1993.

3. Gellner, Ernest., Nations and Nationalism, Cornell University Press, 1983.

4. Hutchinson, John and Anthony D. Smith (eds)., Ethnicity, Oxford University Press, 1996.

5. Hutchinson, John and Anthony D. Smith (eds)., Nationalism, Oxford University Press, 1994.

6. Jayal, Niraja Gopal., Representing India: Ethnic Diversity and the Governance of Public
Institutions, Palgrave Macmillan, 2006.

7. Mann, Michael., The dark side of Democracy: Explaining Ethnic Cleansing, Cambridge
University Press, 1995.

8. Phadnis, Urmila and Rajat Ganguly., Ethnicity and nation-building in South Asia, Sage, 1991.

9. Shneiderman, Sara., Rituals of Ethnicity: Thangmi Identities between Nepal and India, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Press, 2015.

10. Anderson, Benedict., Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Na-
tionalism, Verso, 1991.

*Note: Any other text/Article suggested by the subject teacher from the list of reference listed below.

**The course will try to complement theoretical readings with some documentaries and films on the
subject.
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