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HS 525: History of Development Thought

Course Code HS 525
Course Name History of Development Thought
L-T-P-C 3-0-0-3
Prerequisites None
Intended for Postgraduate students, 3rd and 4th Year B.Tech students
Distribution Core course for M.A. in Development Studies, Elective for others
Approval 23rd BoA (Apr 2018); 16th Senate (Apr 2018)

Course Contents

• Early global relations and Colonialism [9 Lectures]
– Global economic relations between 16th and 18thCentury: Economic linkages connecting the

known world, growth of joint stock trading companies, mercantilism, rise of transatlantic slave
trade.

– Industrialization and urbanization in Western Europe
– Colonialism in India, Africa and Imperialism in China; Colonization as a basis of globalization:

Latin American export oriented economy [9 Lectures]
• Development Theories: Varying role of market and state [15 Lectures]

– Classical approach (Liberalism, Classical Economic Approach)
– Keynesian approach: Post World War I
– Modernization
– Marxist theory of development
– Socialism

• Structuralism and Dependency Theories [8 Lectures]
– Structuralism: Impediments of the economic growth of developing countries
– Dependency theory and Neo-Marxism
– Neo-liberalism: MNCs, Structural Adjustment

• Discourses on Development [10 Lectures]
– Post-development: Does development represent colonialism and Euro-centrism?
– Capabilities approach
– Grassroots approaches to development
– Gender and development
– Culture and development
– Limits to growth and sustainable development [10 Lectures]

Text Books

1. Marks, Robert B., The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Ecological Narrative from the Fif-
teenth to the Twenty-first Century. 2nd Edition, Rowman & Littlefield, 2007.

2. Willis, K., Theories and Practices of Development, Routhledge, 2005.
Reference:

1. Brook, T., Vermeers Hat: The Seventeenth Century and the Dawn of the Global World, Bloomsbury
Press, 2008.

2. Davis, M., Late Victorian Holocausts: El i o Famines and the a ing of the Third World,Verso, 2001.
3. Lindsay, Lisa A., Captives as Commodities: The Transatlantic Slave Trade, Pearson Prentice Hall,

2008.
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