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HS 524: India in the 1950s: Biography of a Foundational Decade

Course Code HS 524

Course Name India in the 1950s: Biography of a Foundational Decade
L-T-P-C 3-0-0-3

Prerequisites None

Intended for Ph.D./Masters/B.Tech. (3rd and 41h Sem)

Distribution Free Elective

Approval 26th BoA (Oct 2018); 18th Senate (Oct 2018)

Course Contents

* Introduction to a Foundational Decade
— Why (and who should) study the 1950s? [2 Lectures]
* Refugees an d Citizens in fnd epend ent India
— The Impact of Partition on I ndian Polity
— Resettlement: A Case Study of Delhi
— Rehabilitation: A Case Study of Ca Icutta [8 Lectures]
* Forging India:States and the Nation
— Integration of Princel y States
— Linguistic Reorganization of States
— Making of the Indian Constitution [8 Lectures]
* Experimenting with Democracy
— I st General Elections
— Developmental Strategies: Debates [6 Lectures]
* Legislating Gender Relations
— The Hindu Code Bill Controversy [2 Lectures]
* India’s International Rela tions in the 1950s
— The Cold War context (Relations with the USA and the USSR) The Non-Aligned movement
— Relations with Pakistan (Kashmir, Indus Waters)
— Relations with China [8 Lectures]
* The State and Media in the 1950s
— Debates over ’free speech ’ in Independent India
— 1st Amendment to the Constitution: Public Reaction
— Press Act of 1952
— Nation-Building Cinema of the 1 950s [8 Lectures]

Text Books
1. Gyanesh Kudaisya, A Republic in the Making: India in the 1950s (Oxford Un i versity Press, 2017).
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