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Course Contents

• Unit 1: Population science/demography (4 Hours)
– Evolution of demography as a scientific discipline
– Multidisciplinary nature of demography
– Sources of demographic data
– Basic demographic concepts
– Components of population change and balancing equation
– Theory of Demographic Transition

• Unit 2: Population Size, Growth and Characteristics (6 Hours)
– Overview of the size and growth of world population by regions
– Overview of the size and growth of India’s population
– Demographic profile of Indian states
– Age and sex structure of the population and population pyramids
– Determinants of age and sex structure of the population and their implications
– Sex ratios: total sex ratio, sex ratio at birth, child sex ratio, sex ratio
– Changing patterns of sex ratio in India, North-south divide, ‘Missing women’

• Fertility and Nuptiality (10 Hours)
– Concepts and measurements of fertility: period and cohort measures
– Age patterns of fertility
– Bongaart’s proximate determinants of fertility
– Socio-economic determinants of proximate variables
– Rele’s Method and Reverse Survival Method in fertility analysis
– Fertility levels and differentials in developed and developing countries and India
– Nuptiality: Concept and analysis of marital status, proportion single, Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM) and trends

in child marriages (marriage <18 years) in India 2
• Morbidity and Mortality (12 Hours)

– Basic concepts and analysis of morbidity
– Concepts and measurements of mortality
– Standardization of mortality rates
– Life tables: Concepts, types, uses, and methods of construction
– Differentials and Determinants of Mortality
– Causes of death and epidemiological transition

• Migration and urbanization (10 Hours)
– Concepts and measurement of migration
– Differentials in migration
– Causes and consequences of internal migration
– Trends and patterns of internal and internal migration
– Migration theories and models: Ravenstein’s, Lee’s, Wolpert’s and Todaro’s model
– Spatial distribution and urbanization
– Growth and distribution of rural-urban population in developed and developing countries and India

Text Books

1. Asha Bhende and Tara Kanitkar, Principles of Population Studies, Himalaya Publishing House
2. Henry, S. Shryock, The Methods and Materials of Demography, Vol. 1 and 2, U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of

Census.
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