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HS 392: Modern China

Course Code HS 392
Course Name Modern China
L-T-P-C 3-0-0-3
Prerequisites None
Intended for 3rd/ 4th year B.Tech
Distribution Elective (Free Elective)
One-time approval 18th BoA (Sep 2017); 14th Senate (Oct 2017)

Equivalent Course: HS 364

Course Contents

• China in the 19th Century: Wars [8 Lectures]
– Unit 1: The Confucian Value System
– Unit 2: Chinese Feudalism
– Unit 3: Opium Wars
– Unit 4: The Informal Colonization of China

• China in the 19th Century: Popular Movements [8 Lectures]
– Unit 1: Popular Uprisings: The Taiping and Boxer Movements
– Unit 2: Internal Reforms in China: The Self Strengthening Movement and the 100 Days Reform Movement

• China in the 20th Century: Nationalism [8 Lectures]
– Unit 1: The Revolution of 1911; Role of Sun Yat-sen and Yuan Shi-kai
– Unit 2: Warlordism in China: 1916-1928
– Unit 3: The May Fourth Movement of 1919
– Unit 4: Nationalism: 1921-1937

• China in the 20th Century: Communism [8 Lectures]
– Unit 1: The Rise and Growth of the Communist Movement
– Unit 2: China During the Second World War (1939-45)
– Unit 3: The Communist Revolution (1949)

• The Mao Era [10 Lectures]
– Unit 1: The Great Leap Forward (1958-61)
– Unit 2: The Cultural Revolution (1966-76)
– Unit 3: Maos Legacy

Text Books

1. John K. Fairbank and Merle E. Goldman, China: A New History, Belknap Press (Harvard University Press), 2006.
2. Rana Mitter, Modern China: A Brief Insight, Sterling, 2009.

Additional Readings

1. Immanuel C. Y. Hsu, The Rise of Modern China, 6th Edition, Oxford University Press, 1999.
2. Jung Chang and Jon Halliday, Mao: The Unknown Story, Jonathan Cape, 2005
3. Jonathan Spence, The Search for Modern China, 3rd Edition, W.W. Norton & Co., 2012.
4. Jonathan Fenby, The Penguin History of Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power, 1850 to the Present,

2nd Edition, Penguin, 2013.

Additional Activities

1. 1. Film Screening
(a) The Last Emperor (Bernardo Bertolucci, 1987).

2. Reading Group (optional)
(a) Non fiction: Pallavi Aiyer, Smoke and Mirrors, An Experience of China, Harper Collins, New Delhi, 2008.
(b) Fiction: Dai Sijie, Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, Vintage, London, 2002.
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