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HS 391: Introduction to World History

Course Code HS 391
Course Name Introduction to World History
L-T-P-C 3-0-0-3
Prerequisites None
Intended for 3rd/4th year B. Tech
Distribution Elective
Approval 4th Senate (May 2013)

Course Contents

• Approaches to world history [3 Lectures]
• Empire-building and the development of global webs (15th to late 18th Century)

– The world in the 15th Century
– The movement of goods in the 17th Century
– Slave trade and piracy in the 18th Century Atlantic [15 Lectures]

• Industrialization, interdependence, and divergence (late 18th to early 20th Century)
– Industrial revolution
– Colonialism in India and Imperialism in China
– An ecological perspective: 19th Century El Nio famines [12 Lectures]

• Crises, the emergence of three worlds, and contemporary globalization (Early 20th Century to the
present)

– Bolshevik revolution
– The World Wars and the Cold War c. Globalization since the 1970s [9 Lectures]

• Connecting World History to issues today (lessons learnt) [3 Lectures]

Text Books

1. Marks, Robert B., The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Ecological Narrative from the Fif-
teenth to the Twenty-first Century, 2nd Edition, Rowman& Littlefield, 2007.
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