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Course Code HS 355
Course Name India Through its Epics
L-T-P-C 3-0-0-3
Prerequisites Consent of the faculty member
Intended for B. Tech.
Distribution Elective
Approval 2nd Adhoc Senate (May 2012)

Course Contents

• Module I A brief overview of Indian history, The Ramayana and its age [6 Lectures] (6 hours)
• Module II Kingship and statecraft, Territorial consciousness, the economy [7 Lectures]
• Module III The individual, Family, Community [7 Lectures]
• Module IV The ideal man and the ideal woman, Devas and asuras, Good and evil [6 Lectures]
• Module V Love and hatred, Ethics and morality, Learning and teaching [6 Lectures]
• Module VI The city, the country and the forest, Humans and animals, Technology [6 Lectures]

Text Books

1. Ramesh Menon, The Ramayana, Harper Collins, 2010.

Additional Readings

Ramayana

1. C Rajagopalachari, The Ramayana, Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan, Mumbai, 2009
2. Robert Goldman et. Al. (eds. and tr.), The Ramayana of Valmiki An Epic of Ancient India, Vols. 1-7,

Motilal Banarsi dass, 2007.
3. William Buck, Mahabharata, Motilal Banarsi dass, Delhi, 2006

The Bhagavata

1. A Board of Scholars (eds), Bhagavata Purana, Vols. 7-11, Motilal Banarsi dass, 1997-2011.
2. Kamala Subramanian, Srimad Bhagavatam, BharatiyaVidyaBhavan, 2010.

Readings

1. A.L. Basham, The Wonder that was India, with an introduction by Thomas R Trautmann, Picador,
2004.

2. RomilaThapar, Early India, Penguin, 2002.
3. R. S. Sharma, Indias Ancient Past, Oxford University Press, 2005
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