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Preamble:

Theories in any discipline of knowledge are essential for guiding the path of knowledge
production. This course introduces theories of various traditions and enables the students to have
an understanding of the evolution of these thoughts. This will further enable them to have an
overview of various theoretical orientations and debates about society and develop a critical
outlook of the world around them.

Course Outline:

The course seeks to highlight select themes informing Western Social Thought over the last
couple of centuries. In a sense, it is as much a history of social thought as an examination of its
contemporary reflexes. Against the overarching backdrop of major social, political and economic
developments of roughly the last two hundred years, the course traces the emergence of not just
theories but their attendant methodologies that together amplify the scope of the social sciences
in examining the distinct idiom of modernity underlying social phenomena.

Course Modules:

Unit I: Emergence of Modern Society: (10 contact hours)
The Intellectual Break with Tradition — The philosophic underpinnings — The Scientific
Revolution - The socio-political conditions: industrialization, urbanization; the birth of
ideology — the idea of progress (6 contact hours)

Unit 11: Some Approaches to the Study of Modern Society (10 contact hours)
a. Individual & Community; Church & State; State as Actor in World History (Hegel)
b. Critique of Political Economy (Marx)
c. The Protestant work ethic (Weber), Division of Labour (Durkheim)
d. Urban society (Simmel, Lewis Mumford, Lewis Wirth)
e. Civilization and its Discontents (Freud)

Unit I11: Political Thought (12 contact hours)
a. Principato civile (Machiavelli); Three Forms of the Modern European State (Minogue)
b. Primary Social Goods and the Problem of Distributive Justice (Rawls, Dworkin,
Nozick);  Communitarianism and the “Philosophy of the Common Good” (Sandel,
Taylor)



c. Open Society (Popper, Bergson); Democracy and Citizenship (Habermas: Civic
Republicanism); Representation in Politics (Voegelin)

d. The Quarrel between the Ancients and the Moderns (Strauss/Cropsey)

Unit 1V: Modern Economic System (10 contact hours)

a. Capitalism and the approaches to understand Modern Economic System
- Philosophical Foundations of Capitalism (Adam Smith)

- Critique of Capitalism and the origin of Modern Socialism (Marx and Engels)
- Capitalism and its Discontents

b. World System Theory (Immanuel Wallerstein)
c. Neoliberal Capitalism and Globalisation (Stiglitz/Bhagavati/Friedmann)
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