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Pre-Requisites: Proven Competence in German and Teachers Consent
Intended for: PhD

Elective/Core: Elective

Course Preamble: The course is an attempt to trace the lineaments of Weimar Classicism — held
in scholarly perception to be the epochal summit of German Literature — as it emerges towards
the end of the eighteenth century in Germany in the relatively small provincial ducal territory of
Weimar. In purely historical perspective, it spans the brief period between Goethe’s Italian
Journey (1786) and Schiller’s death (1805). As a unique literary phenomenon, it may be said to
encompass the profusely rich and productive collaboration between the twin colossuses of
German literature, namely Goethe and Schiller. Though Weimar Classicism is a heavily
contested term, its evolution has to be examined in terms of its distinctive features [(a) historical
(b) stylistic (c) epochal as well as (d) normative] besides the attendant nationalist discourse and
the self-reflexivity of its practitioners.

Course Content:
A. Excerpts from select texts as illustration of chosen themes:
Aesthetic Autonomy and Self-Containment — Goethe: Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre;

Aesthetic Education as Political Propedeutic — Schiller: Uber die dsthetische Erziehung des
Menschen;

Antiquity and History — ‘Schiller: Was heifit und zu welchem Ende studiert man
Universalgeschichte? :

Classical Drama — Schiller: Die Braut von Messina;, Goethe: Iphigenie auf Tauris

Classical Poetry — Later Poems of Goethe ( from HA, Vol. II); Hélderlin: Poems (Reclam
Anthology, Ed. W.Braungart)

Classical Restraint — Goethe: Uber Laokoon; Goethe: Hermann und Dorothea (Bk. VIII);
Classical Science — Goethe: Metamorphose der Pflanzen;

Classicism as Typology — Goethe: Literarischer Sansculottismus; Goethe: Klassiker und
Romantiker in ltalien, sich heftig bekimpfend, Herder: Fragmente iiber die neuere deutsche
Literatur;

Erotica — Goethe: Rimische Elegien
Faustian Classicism — Goethe: Faust II (Helena Act and Classical Walpurgis Night)



The French Revolution — Goethe: Campagne in Frankreich

B. In addition, following aspects shall be examined in brief:

Correspondence between Goethe and Schiller; their response to the French Revolution;
Journalistic Contributions: Die Horen and Jenaer Allgemeine Litteraturzeitung

Peripheral Figures of Weimar Classicism: Wieland, Béttiger, Bertuch, Herder, Karl Phillip
Moritz, Jean Paul, Heinrich von Kleist, Brothers Humboldt and Schlegel; Holderlin;

Women of Weimar Classicism: Caroline von Wolzogen, Sophie Mereau

Prescribed Reading:

1. Borchmeyer, Dieter, Weimarer Klassik. Eine Einfithrung. Hemsbach 1998.

2. Bruford, Walter, Kultur und Gesellschaft im klassischen Weimar 1775-1806.
Gottingen 1966.

3. Doering, Sabine/Schulz, Gerhard, Klassik. Geschichte und Begriff. Miinchen 2003.

4, Richter, Simon (Ed.), The Literature of Weimar Classicism. The History of German
Literature, Volume 7. Rochester 2005.
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