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1. Preamble: We all say, “India of 21st century is a new India”. This course stimulates and
encourages students to explore and ask: What is this new India of 21st Century? Who constitutes
it and what is it constituted of? Is it a globalising and urbanising India whose economy and polity
are shaped in cities and private enclaves? Is it an India of the new middle class that has an
insatiable propensity to consume? Is it an India of toiling population groups and their
impoverished everyday contestations with the State agents and market processes? Is it a turbulent
India defined by contestations around religious, regional, linguistic or caste affiliations? Is it a
confident and connected India exposed to the world through new media equipments and
networks? The India of the new millennium is one ‘of contradictions’, ‘poverty amidst plenty’
and ‘polarised maximums’ produced by a variety of events, processes, institutions, agents,
networks, technologies, discourses and rhetoric. Exploring these contradictions, this course
moves around the interplay among the triad: economy, polity and society; and how specific
events and processes of the 1980s and 1990s — local and global — have shaped political economy
of this new India. The course locates discourses of empowerment, development, citizenship,
mobility and marginalization; and how these are shaped around mobilisation and contestations of
gender, caste, class, religion and region. The course helps students identify and establish
interconnections among multiple events and processes that lead to the emergence of new strands
in political economy and gave rise to new actors, sites and methods that define India of the new
millennium. The course identifies events and processes of the late 1980s and early 1990s, and
then goes on to explore continuities and changes in institutions, processes and sites that rotate
around and shape political economy in the post-reform period in India. The course exposes
students to nature of events, key agents and processes leading to various transformations in
economy, polity and social structure. It equips students with contemporary debates of
development, and help analyse and develop critical visions to understand the nature of
transformations in post-reform India.



2. Course Modules:

Module I. Before and After the 1990 (10 hours)
a. Market: Structural Adjustment Program and economic liberalisation
b. Mandir-Masjid: Hindutva movement and idea of ‘secular’ State
c. Mandal: Other Backward Classes and politics of/over reservation
d. Media: Expansion and deepening of media
e. Mobilisation: Politics and assertions

Module I1. State, Governance and Management of Development (10 hours)
a. Paradox of Development: India vs. Bharat
b. Policies and politics of governance
c. Bureaucracy and Governmentality
d. International Conventions and new legal mechanisms

Module III. Nature of Conflicts (8 hours)
a. Sectarian conflicts and Ethnic Violence
b. Reconfiguration of histories
c. Old and New contestant: NRIs and Indian Middle Class
d. Conflict over Development: unions, projects, acquisition and beneficiaries

Module IV. Legal Frameworks and Development Goals (8 hours)
a. Environment and ecology: international conventions and national policies
b. Right to Education: from NEP to RTE
c. Employment: as guarantee; contractual jobs and entrepreneurship
d. Women’s Health, Security and Development

Module V. Arenas of empowerment and enfeeblement (6 hours)
a. Instruments, Institutions and National Commissions
b. Vocabularies and Dimensions of: inequalities, discriminations, deprivations
c. Assessing ideas of Democracy, Citizenship and Mobilities in post-reform period
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5. Similarity Content Declaration with Existing

S. Similarity Content Declaration with Existing Courses:

Slmllarllty Content Approx. % of Content
Code

HS471 All submodules of Introduction (Module I); 50%

State and paradox of development (Module II)
Reconfiguration of histories (Module III a)
Sectarian and Ethnic Violence (Module III b)
NRI and Indian Middle Class (Module 111 c)
Inequalities, Deprivation and Discrimination
(Module V b)

6. Justification for new course proposal if cumulative similarity content is > 30%:



