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This course will primarily engage with the debates surrounding the importance of gender in
development. The marginalisation of women and stereotypes regarding their capabilities have been the
consequences of, as well as led to, gender biases in development. It aims at a more nuanced
understanding of the relationship between gender and sustainable development. The course begins with
the early feminist theoretical approaches that highlight the myopia regarding women in development,
and traces the evolution of these and such debates in order to reach the current perspectives on gender,
The focus is on how gendered approaches towards access to education, health, labour, security and
policy lead to holistic and sustainable development.

2. Course Modules:

Module 1: Introduction to Development: Situating Gender (2 hours) = -
*  Gender, development, locating women in development, empowerment

Module 2: Theoretical Approaches (15 hours)

e Sex and gender

e Feminist theories, feminism in India

¢ Intersectionality ’

e Women In Development (WID): advancement of women by means of development

* Women and Development (WAD): women'’s inclusion in development

*  Gender and Development (GAD) : gender and development, relations between and role of

patriarchy and capitalism

e  Empowerment

Module 3: Gender, Labour, Education (6 hours)

e Causes and consequences of gender gaps
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Broadening the definitions of work, inclusion of domestic sphere and sexual division of
labour

Globalisation and effects on women

Role of NGOs and self help groups

Access to education

Module 4: Gender, Health, Reproductive Rights (6 hours)

Differences in health needs, access to health facilities
Gendered nature of epidemic
Decision making about fertility

Abortion laws, discussions and legislation

Module 5: Gender, Environment, Sustainable Development (5 hours)

Ecosystems, environment and women: interdependencies

Ecofeminism

Module 6: Women and Security (5 hours)

Violence against women: causes and consequences

Module 7: Gender and State (3 hours)

Decision making in public policy: women, state actors and global agencies
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