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276 Students including 22 Ph.D. Scholars Graduate at IIT
Mandi’'s Seventh Convocation

Since its First Convocation in 2013, lIT Mandi has awarded a total of 1135
degrees, including 89 Ph.D., 50 M.S. (by Research), 87 M.Tech., 121 M.Sc., and
788 B.Tech. degrees.

MANDI, 5t October 2018: A fotal of 276 students graduated during the Seventh
Convocation of Indian Institute of Technology Mandi held today (5t October 2019) in
the presence of faculty, staff, students, parents and other dignitaries.

Degrees awarded were:

COURSE STUDENTS GRADUATING
Ph.D. 22
M.S. (by Research) 10
M.Tech. - 60
Power Electronics and Drives 09
Communications and Signal Processing 13
Mechanical Engineering with 09
specialisation in Energy Systems
Energy Engineering with specialisation in 10
Materials
Electrical Engineering with specialisation 09
in VLSI
Biotechnology 10
M.Sc.-54
Physics 17
Chemistry 22
Applied Mathematics 15
B.Tech.-130
Civil Engineering 20
Computer Science and Engineering 59
Electrical Engineering 26
Mechanical Engineering 25

In a message shared with the Institute on the occasion, the Honorable Vice-President of
India Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu congratulated the graduating students and commended
IIT Mandi for continuously developing new academic programs with increasing number
of students graduating every year justifying its motto “Scaling the Heights”.
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Shri Jai Ram Thakur, Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh, in a message shared with the
Institute, congratulated all the graduating students. In his message, Shri Thakur
applauded IIT Mandi for emerging as “an excellent hub of science and technology by
bringing out engineering professionals and providing a platform to the youth of
Himachal for pursuing their goals and paving their path for a bright future in several
areas of engineering with their theoretical and experimental work.”

Shri Bandaru Dattatraya, Governor of Himachal Pradesh also congratulated the
graduating students and the Institute in his message to the Institute.

The Institute also received congratulatory messages from Shri Sanjay Dhotre (Minister of
State in the Ministries of Human Resource Development, Communications, and
Electronics & Information Technology, Government of India), Shri Bikram Singh (Minister
for Industries, Labour and Employment, and Technical Education, HP Government) and
Shri R. Subrahmanyam (Secretary, Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Government of Indiq).

Delivering the Chief Guest Address, Padma Bhushan Shri Babasaheb Neelkanth Kalyani,
Chairman and Managing Director, Bharat Forge Limited, said, “/ had never imagined
that such a magnificent campus could be located in a remote valley in the middle of
the Himalayas. | am really happy about the kind of academic atmosphere that
everyone here has developed in this serene location.”

Further, he added that, “Solving for India means solving 40% or more of the world and IIT
Mandi students will play a major role in developing these scalable solutions. IIT Mandi’s
Technology Business Incubator (TBI) Catalyst, has been successful in attracting
entrepreneurs from several parts of the country and has close to 15 commercial and
social start-ups in its portfolio from various sectors. I've also come to know that IIT Mandi
runs a project called Enabling the Women of Kamand (EWOK]) which is working towards
building a network to bring information on employment and providing training
opportunities to local women, sharing their qualifications and availability with potential
employer.”

Addressing the audience, Prof. Timothy A. Gonsalves, Director, IIT Mandi, said, “Af
present, IIT faculty are working on 225 projects worth more than Rs. 110 crores. In the
academic year 2018-2019, the Institute has received 45 projects of value more than Rs.
15.5 crores. IIT Mandi has received $315,000 funding from Intel, USA, in 2012 for VLSI resist
materials: state-of-the-art in 2012 was 22 nanometre (nm). lIT Mandi achieved 20 nm in
2014 and 10 nm in 2018. The Institute has indigenised 11 out of 34 chemicals used in SCL
Mohali's lab. Publication of research is the most important work for knowledge creation
and dissemination. Our faculty during the past 10 years have published over 1400
research publication including several books published by internationally recognised
publishers.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Subodh Bhargava, Chairman, Board of Governors, IIT
Mandi, said, “I| am happy to say that women joining the B.Tech. programme of the
Institute has risen to 20.23%, which exceeds the Institute’s target of 20% for the year
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2019. Let me also add that IIT Mandi is the 15 among all IITs in respect of the number of
women faculty.”

The audience listened with rapt attention to this year's Valedictorian’s address. Ms.
Preeti M. Kannapan, winner of this year’'s Rani Gonsalves Memorial Medal and Institute
Silver Medals for Mechanical Engineering branch, said, “llT Mandi is a unique
combination of a number of remarkable things. The curriculum seems to be ahead of
many other engineering institutes in India and even internationally. It gave us the
freedom to pursue courses and projects across traditional boundaries of Mechanical,
Electrical, Civii and Computer Science branches with faculty encouraging and
welcoming such exploration. | am currently pursuing my Master’s in Robotics, and |
have seen that a number of my classmates from various backgrounds don't have the
same exposure to different fields that | was able to get over here. On top of this, we
were able to spend our four college years in this beautiful Himalayan setting. Where
else could one get this type of education, the brand name of IIT, as well as enjoy the
mountains, rivers and snowfalle”

The event concluded with the singing of the national anthem by the assembled
audience.

Convocation details can be found on the event website —

https://www.iitmandi.ac.in/academics/convocation/7th _convocation/index.php

Also, please stream the 7" Convocation of IIT Mandi at the Ilink -

https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=gkgCwB8ZFSM

SHOWCASING SOME MEDAL WINNERS

PRESIDENT OF INDIA GOLD MEDAL

Mr. Akash Sharma


https://www.iitmandi.ac.in/academics/convocation/7th_convocation/index.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkgCwB8ZFSM
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B.Tech. Computer Science and Engineering, 2019 batch

DIRECTOR’S GOLD MEDAL

Mr. Abhishek
B.Tech. Computer Science and Engineering, 2019 batch

H#it#
About lIT Mandi

Since the first batch of 97 students joined in July 2009, IIT Mandi has grown to currently
host 125 faculty and over 1600 students who are enrolled in various programs of studies
in undergraduate, postgraduate and research programmes. 41,000 square meter (sgm)
area has been fully constructed in the South campus, and 84,000 sgm stands
constructed in the North campus of this fully residential institute. It has a guest house
with 88 rooms, an 800-seater Auditorium, campus school, sports complex and hospital.

IIT Mandi has been ranked No. 20 in the Engineering Institutions Category in the India
Rankings 2019 released by National Institutional Ranking Framework, Ministry of Human
Resources Development, Govt. of India. In the Outreach and Inclusivity metric of NIRF,
[IT Mandi is 1st among all 23 IITs.

IIT Mandi has four academic Schools: School of Computing and Electrical Engineering,
focusing on the key technologies of the Information Age; School of Basic Sciences,
which includes Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and Life-Sciences; School of
Engineering, which engages in research and teaching in core and interdisciplinary
areas and branches of Engineering; and School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
focusing on Literature, Sociology, History, ECconomics, Management etc.


http://www.iitmandi.ac.in/
https://www.nirfindia.org/2019/OverallRanking.html
https://www.nirfindia.org/2019/OverallRanking.html

Indian
Institute of
Technology
Mandi

At present, IT Mandi's faculty are involved in 225 R&D projects worth more than Rs. 110
crores. A notable mention is the Advanced Materials Research Centre (AMRC),
created in 2013 with an investment of about Rs. 50 crore, housing advanced
instruments for characterization of materials. The Institute also hosts a ‘Class 100 Clean
Room’ facility, a world-class research centre that is first-of-its-kind in India. In 2017, the
Department of Biotechnology, Government of India, selected IIT Mandi to lead the
prestigious Rs. 10 crore FarmerZone® Project.

The unique, project-oriented B.Tech. curriculum is centred around its 4-year long Design
and Innovation stream. From August 2019, IIT Mandi started 3 new and unique B. Tech.
programs in Data Science and Engineering, Engineering Physics, and Dual Degree in
Bioengineering. There are many active MoUs with TU? Universities in Germany. About 25
students from WPI (Worcester Polytechnic Institute), U.S.A., have been visiting IIT Mandi
every year since 2013, along with 2 WPI faculty.

Launched in 2016, IIT Mandi's Catalyst is the first Technology Business Incubator in
Himachal Pradesh. Enabling Women of Kamand Valley (EWOK]) is another innovative
program run by IIT Mandi, which focuses on imparting skills fraining to rural women to
enable them fo start village-scale businesses.

Website: hitps://www.iitmandi.ac.in

Media contact for IIT Mandi:

IIT Mandi Media Cell: mediacell@iitmandi.ac.in / Landline: 01905267832

Bhavani Giddu - Footprint Global Communications

Cell: 9999500262 / Email: bhavani.giddu@footprintglobal.com
Akhil Vaidya - Footprint Global Communications

Cell: 9882102818 / Emaiil ID: akhil.vaidya@footprintglobal.com
Prerna Rao — Footprint Global Communications

Cell: 9873879787 / Emaiil: prerna.rac@footprintglobal.com
Palak Sakhuja - Footprint Global Communications

Cell: 9582338333 / Emaiil: palak.sakhuja@footprintglobal.com
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